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THE PRIESTHOOD

“"But how, I ask, does it happen that the saints,
who 1live only for God, resist their ordination
through a sense of their unworthiness, and that
some run .blindly to the priesthood, and rest not
until they attain it by lawful or unlawful means?
Ah. “Unhappy men! Says St. Bernard, to be regis-
tered among the priests of Godr)shall be for them
the Bame as tonbe enrolled oil ‘Id_tﬁ}e catalogue of the
damned. And why? Because such ﬁérsons g gerar -
ally ealled et he priesthood,'not by God, but by
relatives, by interest, or ambition. Thus they en-
ter the house of God, not through the motive a
priest should have, but through worldly motives.
Behold why the-faithful are abandoned, the Church
dishonored, so many souls perish, and with them

such priests are also damned.”

Alphonsus De Liguori



