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Church acknowledges alleged abuse

By Melissa Wangall, staff writer Back

Emotional Stigmata:

Livivg As THE icTM OF CLERGY *i.F:IlI.ﬁ.i ABUSE

Fart five of a five-part series

» St. Anthony’s reports two men alleged they were sexually abused as minors by Father
Theodore “Ted’ Feely

Editor’s note: This article contains sexually explicit material that may not be suitable for
all readers. Reader discretion is advised.

All non-clergy members’ names have been changed due to the graphic nature of the
alleged abuse and the age of the victim at the time of the alleged abuse.

Thomas White wishes religious affiliations had come forward with their knowledge of
sexual abuse sooner. He feels things may have been different for him.

“I think the biggest part is that your whole childhood is stolen,” White said. “I went from
preadolescence into adulthood. I think the biggest thing they stole was what could have
been.”

White was allegedly sexually abused by Father Theodore “Ted” Feely, assistant pastor at
St. Anthony’s Church in Rockford, in the summer of 1969 while on a trip to the
Wisconsin Dells. White was 13 at the time of the alleged abuse, Feely 38.

White now feels disenfranchised with the church, and hasn’t regularly attended mass since
2002.

“T have more respect for organized crime,” White said. “At least they admitted what they
were. They never denied what they did.

“It only makes sense for a bishop to come forward if he listens to his heart and says we



have a perpetrator; and to also let the victims know there’s help available,” White added.
“That’s the Christian thing to do. Will they do it? That’s what’s frustrating.”

White is also angry the church never issued an apology. “I never got an apology from
them [the church], only from the scribe [who took down details of White’s abuse],” he
said.

Bishop Thomas Doran of the Rockford Diocese wrote in a letter to “the people of the
Rockford Diocese” in January 2004: “I am especially sorrowful when the abuser is
someone affiliated with the Diocese of Rockford—be they priest, deacon, religious, lay
minister or volunteer. We reach out to each and every victim in sorrow for the sins of our
brethren. We fervently pray and hope that God will help you heal.”

Bishop Doran’s letter is viewable online at www.rockford-
diocese.org/audit/BishopLir.htm.

The Rev. Monsignor David D. Kagan, a vicar general and moderator of the Curia of the
Rockford Diocese, did not return phone calls for comment on this series.

Father Luke Poczworowski, present pastor of St. Anthony’s, said in a recent phone
conversation: “I was surprised [about allegations against Feely made in 2002]. T was not
aware of that [alleged abuse during 1969]. ... We have given them [survivors/victims]
counseling. The case is closed.

“To my knowledge, Feely was moved four times,” Poczworowski added. “When he went
to California, I lost contact with him.”

The Conventual Franciscan Order of St. Bonaventure, to which St. Anthony’s priests
belong, used to have one province, including Wisconsin, Michigan, California, linois,
and lowa. After Feely’s move to California from Rockford, the province was split into two
provinces, and Feely decided to join the California district.

Anne Curley, who handles public relations for the Franciscans, assured the church “had
absolutely no idea [alleged] abuse was going on [in 1969]... It was impossible to have a
thorough investigation [in 2002, due to Feely being deceased].”

When asked why Feely was moved around so often, Curley said: “There was no
awareness of any problem at that point. It was just a normal rotation in terms of St.
Anthony’s.”

The provincial of the California Conventual Franciscan Friars said Feely’s personnel file
did not look different when compared with others of his status during that time. There
were more priests than available assignments, so priests were pulled as needed. Written
reasons for movement are not available, as notations were not kept at the time, and
provincials from Feely’s era are deceased, although Friars from Feely’s era were also
surprised allegations were made against him. None had “suspected any problems,” Curley
said.

White insists Feely gave him a $100 bill every day of the four days spent in the Wisconsin






