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Psychological help fails to erase pain

By Melissa Wangall, staff writer Back

Emotional Stigmata:
|-

Lh':kh':- AS THE VICTIM DF CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE

Photo courtesy of The Amtonian, St. Anthony of Padua: A Historical Overview, October 1984
St. Anthony's of Padue class of 1969, Father Ted Feely is second from the top left in a dark robe.
Editor’s note: This article contains sexually explicit material that may not be suitable for
all readers. Reader discretion is advised.

All non-clergy members’ names have been changed due to the graphic nature of the
alleged abuse and the age of the victim at the time of the alleged abuse.

On Sept. 29, 1991, Father Theodore “Ted” Feely died of cancer in Reno, Nev., at St.
Mary’s Regional Care Center. He was 6(.

After bouncing around a dozen different Catholic churches throughout his career, Feely
ended up at St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral in Reno.

In 1969, while serving as assistant pastor at St. Anthony’s Church in Rockford, Feely,



then 38, allegedly sexually abused 13-year-old Thomas White while on a trip to the
Wisconsin Dells. According to White, Feely choked, sodomized and masturbated the
young boy, while also feeding him drugs and alcohol. Up until this point, no one but Feely
and White knew about the abuse.

When Thomas’s mother told him Father Feely had passed away, he told her “I hope it
[Feely’s death] was long, slow, and painful.” Thomas's mother did not question her son’s
hostility.

Feely had been moved 12 times to nine different churches in his 32 years of service, at one
point being appointed chaplain for the California Youth Authority. A normal rotation for
senior priests is three, six, or nine years, depending on evaluations and needs of the
church. For an assistant pastor, terms may be shorter, as a provincial (who assigns
missions) may move an assistant pastor as needed.

According to the Web site www.religioustolerance.org, the term “reinsertion” is used in
the Roman Catholic Church when referring to alleged sex abusers being moved around.
Sometimes, the alleged offender is temporarily routed through a treatment center, where
the cure rate tends to be quite low. There is no record of Feely being in a treatment
facility.

A baseball player’s revelation hits home

After years of tumultuous relationships and emotional ups and downs, White began to
settle down, and he began to trust people.

In 1995, White remarried his ex-wife in a ceremony at St. James Church, performed by
Father Beauvais, a now trusted friend who recently learned of White’s alleged abuse.

White seemed to have come to terms with his past. He limited his alcohol consumption to
two drinks when he drank, which was less often. His father died in 1997 of pulmonary
fibrosis, but life seemed to be getting smoother as the years passed.

In 2002, an article in the Chicago Sun-Times reported a priest had abused former Major
League baseball player and sports announcer Tom Paciorek and his brothers when they
were children.

White, who was a Chicago White Sox fan, had followed Paciorek’s career and the former
baseball player’s revelation hit home.

Sitting across from his wife at the kitchen table, White broke down. He confessed to her
the abuse he had endured over the years. After speaking with his wife, White then told his
son, his mother and siblings.

Mired in the midst of a nationwide sex abuse scandal involving the church, White’s
revelation would lead to further emotional trauma. As the stories of abuse kept pouring in,
all of the shame and guilt White had repressed for years came welling back full force.

Searching for help






