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Wis. Dells trip allegedly robs boy of childhood

By Melissa Wangall, staff writer Back

Emotional €t1 gmata:

LI"JLHb AS THE VICTIM OF C LERG‘r "':EILU'-'.L ABUSE

FPart two of a five-part series

Editor’s note: This article contains sexually explicit material that may not be suitable for
all readers. Reader discretion is advised.

All non-clergy members’ names have been changed due to the graphic nature of the
alleged abuse and the age of the victim at the time of the alleged abuse.

“In children lies the world’s tomorrow,” reads a quote by Pope John Paul I published by
Rockford’s St. Anthony’s of Padua Church iin a historical overview.

The deceased pope’s words ring true—for better or worse, children are the future.

In June 2005, I met with Thomas White. As I walked up the stairs leading to the sunny
main floor of his house, | wondered what to expect. It had been about 36 years since a
priest had allegedly sexually abused this man. He wanted to share his story to encourage
others abused by his alleged perpetrator to come forward, realize they are not alone, and
seek help. I had been told tales of abuse before, but never by a stranger.

White is about 6 feet, nearing 50 years of age with a few extra pounds packed on. For our
meeting, he was dressed very casually in black gym shorts, white T-shirt, and black
baseball cap bearing a hunting logo. The hat hid a shaved head (removed of hair after an
unsuccessful dye job). White wore wire-rim glasses, and his tired eyes were explained as
he said he’d “been up since 2:30 in the morning with night terrors,” a common aftereffect
of abuse as stated in an article titled “Child Sexual Abuse: Offenders, disclosure and
school-based initiatives—statistical data included™ by Jonathon Fieldman.

White’s fingernails are very short, and he’s constantly fidgeting. He speaks a lot with his



hands and often exudes facial gestures. As we began our talk, White emphasized
statements with a wide spread of his arms or a thump on the table. When he spoke of a
happy memory, he smiled broadly and his eyes lit up as his speech quickened. When I
pressed him to concentrate on the negative aspects of his life, his eyebrows squinted close,
his mouth puckered in, and he kept his arms close to his body, some tears escaping from
his eyes. I hated to make him so motionless. But we continued, and White shared the story
of how he was allegedly sexually abused by his pastor when he was just 13, on a trip to
Wisconsin Dells.

A trip to Wisconsin Dells

In the summer of 1969, Catholic priest Theodore “Ted” Feely, assistant pastor at St.
Anthony’s Church, visited Thomas White’s house. Thomas was in the back yard, tossing a
tennis ball against the garage. His father and siblings were not at home,

Feely asked Thomas’s mother if Thomas would like to accompany him to Wisconsin Dells
for four days. Feely told her he needed someone to come along to keep him alert. Feely
said Thomas was only playing in the back yard, anyway, and the trip to the Dells would be
fun.

The boy’s mother did not see the invitation as anything more than a pillar of the
community trying to give her son some enjoyment. She also was trying to make up for
Thomas’s inability to participate in all of the activities of his brother, a byproduct of
Thomas’s asthma.

Thomas’s mother, Mary, gave him $20, a substantial amount at the time, and told him not
to spend it all his first day. Mary didn’t know it, but Feely’s behaviors were consistent
with a common abuser tactic called “desensitization.”

“Desensitization involves creating a facade of caring attributes and has been shown to
overcome barriers to abuse, including parents,” Fieldman explained.

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling (RSAC) Clinical Director Julie Barthels added,
“Trips are not an uncommon thing [for offenders to use in their ploys].”

Thomas said: “A person thinks pedophile, and they think of a person lurking in the dark,
or a person lurking in a schoolroom or [who] hangs out in school yards. It’s unbelievable
[that]...some priests are pedophiles.”

Thomas is quick to point out there are priests of integrity. “They re not all pedophiles.” he
said.

On the way to the Wisconsin Dells, Feely allegedly offered 13-year-old Thomas a Camel
filter cigarette, knowing he had asthma. Feely said he wouldn’t tell anyone about Thomas
smoking. Thomas accepted the smoke.

When arriving at the hotel around 6 p.m., Thomas noticed there was only one king-sized
bed in the room. He promptly stated he would sleep on the couch in an adjoining room.
Feely said it was OK, they could both sleep on the bed. He had purchased a single to save






