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ONE YEAR LATER:

The Catholic abuse scandal

Controversy lingers, but bishop says “we have done guite well
By EDITH C. WEBSTER

Rockford Register Star

"Regrettable.”

That is how Rockford Bishop Thomas Doran described the resignation of former Gov. Frank Keating from the U.S. Catholic
bishops' national review board.

Keating, a former FBI agent, headed a committee charged with overseeing the church's response to last year's sexual abuse
scandal. He resigned Monday after controversial remarks he made comparing some bishops and their "code of silence” to the
mafia.

"My remarks, which some bishops found offensive. were deadly accurate. | make no apology,” he said. "To resist grand jury
subpoenas, to suppress the names of offending clerics, to deny, to obfuscate, to explain away - that is the model of a criminal
organization, not my church.”

After the Boston Globe began publishing their Pulitzer Prize-winning series of stories about priest abuse in the Catholic church
in January 2002, similar news broke out around the country. Hundreds of allegations, including those made in May by the
Misslich family against former Rockford priest Harlan Clapsaddie, were reported.

The bishops responded to the scandal with a policy, later revised by order of the Vatican, to remove abusive priests from
ministry. Controversy continues to circle the church as it follows through on the policy, which mandated oversight by the review
board and an extensive survey documenting the abuse.

The timing of Keating's resignation made the news bigger than it might otherwise have been. The action came just days before
the bishops national meeting opened Thursday, one year after Keating was appointed to help them deal with a scandal that
had plagued the church for months.

Mo bishop would like being compared to a mobster, Doran said, but he understands the outrage behind Keating's critical
comments.

"They reflect the sheer outrage sensed by legions of Catholics who feel betrayed by their bishops, the outrage felt by the
thousands of holy and faithful priests shamed by the horrid lactions of some of their numbers, and the outrage of the vast
majority of bishops who are cooperating with the National Review Board,” Doran said.



Before this week's news about Keating and the Phoenix bishop resigned after a fatal hit-and-run accident, Doran talked about
the Rockford diocese's defense in the case of a former Belvidere priest accused of sexual abuse and the problems caused by
"our sex-saturated society."

QUESTION: We published an Associated Press arficle about the most extensive survey yet on priests who molest children,
commissioned at last year's meeting. Several dioceses have not responded because of concems.

ANSWER: We are not one of those dioceses. The questions are searching and difficult, because as some bishops have
expressed, the people who composed the survey do not appear to be all that secure in what they are asking about. It is
painstaking, but | did not find anything that we couldn’t respond to.

Q: We have reported the diocese statement that you will not comment on the Mark Campobello case (regarding a former
Belvidere priest accused of sexual assault). In the May 16 edition of The Observer (the diocese’s newspaper), Msgr. Eric Barr
wrote about First Amendment issues regarding the Mark Campobello case. (The diocese has argued it is protected in its
refusal to give prosecutors documents in the criminal case). Why was it important for the diocese to make those points?

A: It is important that public authorities have the information that they need to enforce the law. That's not our quarrel. We are
portrayed by some as acting to protect criminals. That's untrue.

We have been after this problem since 1985. One of the thl'nhs we did was have people undergo medical assessments. Those
things are given to doctors under pledge of confidentiality. When we receive these reports, it's because the subject has
indicated to the doctor to release them to us. We are not allowed to divulge this to anyone else.

We're put in a position, not so much to defend the church’s rights but the subject's right to have confidentiality respected.

2: Just after you came back from last June's national bishops conference in Dallas, we quoted you as saying, "We must
reinforce the trust of our people where we have it and to regain it where we may have lost it. ... We have to ensure the safety
of the children. Those objectives are paramount. Our purpose is not to cover up or shield priests.”

After a year of all of this, how well do you think the church has responded?

A: From my perspective, as the bishop of this diocese, | think we have done quite well. Have we satisfied everyone? No. Will
we ever satisfy everyone? Probably not.

Mationally, ... | would like to see more help from the news media and the political government in realizing that this is a societal
problem.

It suits some to say that this is a Catholic problem. | don't accept that, but | could see how a person reading the general press
would get that impression. It is a problem of our sex-saturated society.

People are saying this will wreck the church. No, ne, na, no.|

Our church is 2000 years old. We have dealt with Caesar, the kings, the French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution. All
those people are dead, and the church is still here.

Q: You ordained a record number of priests last month.

A: We ordained 11 priests, the largest number ever ordained in our diocese. We have been blessed. It almost seems as if the
troubles of the church, just as they scandalize many, so call forth from our young people renewed commitment to the values of
the church.

Qi Through this last year, if there has been any dismurageﬂ'nant, fear or concerns from your priests about how they being
perceived, what have you been telling them?

A: It's a message that is meant to reassure them that the anger of the people is properly directed at the bishops for perceived
lapses in disciplines. At the parish level, as long as the priests continue to do their work, there isn't a lot of anger directed at
them.

By and large, our priests have shown themselves to be diligent, conscientious and faithful.






