ﬂwiDotf-cnIng Silence
By Sherry Niermann

When adult survivors first besin their hc:aiing work, friends and Famiig can make or break the 'l'l::a|ingjnurn¢5. A
survivor told of feeling as though her friends, neighbors, church community and family had turned their backs on
her when she broke the silence of her childhood auma.

ln Trﬂuma and Rccmeni, authDrJudith Hemn talks about trauma and the raspcms-:s. to it 5|1¢ says that when

traumatic events are natural disasters, like fires, flacd, tornados or hurricanes, the entire community lines up
behind the victims to auI:'-Parl- them in ways that arlaﬁtﬂnishing. “Byut when the traumatic events are of human

design, those who bear witness are caught in the conflict between victim and perpetrator. |t's morally impossible to
remain neutral in this conflict. T he observer is forced to take sides. .Em Frcquenﬂg, it's the side of the perpetrator
that's taln:l:n, because all the perpetrator asks is that the bﬂsta nder does nc:rﬂ"ning_"

T he victim, on the other hand, asks the ]:Ha.ta nder L:o ac.knnw1¢d5¢ the Fain, to take an action, to I'I:B.FOI'IC[ in some
way. E)ut, too G'Ffl:ﬂ, the hﬂ&tﬂl"ldcrﬁ stand b‘ﬂ 5i]criﬂﬂ, a.agfng and dc:rl'ng natl'ling. T|'n: old adage. - S8& NO =v|'|,
hear no cvi[, and aPc.ak no evil — takes over. |n. the face of cvil, thaﬂ say m::thing. I|=||;|r adult survivars of childhood
sexual trauma, the silence 5Pcal:.s volumes and volumes. ll: upealr.s of indil-'chnc.e, of all’sﬂmcnt with the
Pl:rpi:h"atur, of blame for the victim. -n'bc silence m:tinForccs old Fc=|in5 ofabandonment and isolation. nis
silence is deafening to the soul of the survivor. Sa:lmatimcs this silence is so profound the survivor will stop, or at
least Fosl:pon:, t]ncjaumcg toward wholeness.

Do you know adult survivers? m_l;i need your EHPP&"E and encouragement for the hard work of I-:caling ahead.
-rl'lcg will crave Hnurlcvc and mmpasaion and unclTrstanding. You can be an invaluable campanion as you

jﬂu H‘IGH Wl‘l:h an ad [.I:l"l! SUMVIVOT,

&ﬂy Niermann is the E.xcr.utwr. DlrtctﬂrﬂF Nl.ary's ]"'ol:-:, www.marqshc;l:c.urd

The Samaritan
[Luke 10:30-37

Je sus rcplicd: “There was a man going down from Jcrus-ah:m to Jericho who fell prey to robbers. 'r|'u:5 sh'iPch
him, beat him, and then went off lc.aw'ng him half-dead. A priest haFFcned to be going down the same road; he saw
him but continued on. |_ikewise there was a |_evite who came the same way; he saw him and went on. Puta
Samaritan whe wasjourneﬂins a|::rn5 came on him a}d was moved to pity at the aiglﬂ:. He aPPrc:ach:d him and
n hoisted him on his own beast and Emusht him to an inn,
where he cared for him. T he next day he took out two silver pieces and gave them to the innl&upar with the
request; |_ook after him, and iF there is any Furtherche.nsc | will repay you on my way back.

dressed his wounds, Pﬂun'ng in oil and wine. He th

Which of these three, in Hnuropfnl’on, was ncighb{:f‘!m the man who fell in with the robbers™ T|—.¢, answer came,
“The one who treated him with mmpauaian.' Jesus said to him, “ | hen go and do the same.”



