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port on the History of
Sexual Abuse of Minors by Priests
in the Diocese of Rockford

This report outlines instances of allegations of sexual abuse of
minors by clergy in the Catholic Diocese of Rockford from 1950
to 2002 inclusive. It represents a compilation of data provided to
research team for the purpose of providing
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops with data
about the scope ofthe matter in accordance with provisions in
the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.

History

In 1987, as a result of a discussion by the nation’s bishops in
response to s in other parts of the country, the Diocese
adopted a policy regarding sexual abuse of minors by clergy. The
policy called for the formation of an Intervention Team, now
known as an | ntion Committee, to promptly investigate all
allegations of abuse of minors by clergy (priests and
deacons). The policy called for diocesan leadership to act quickly
and decisively to t children and young people when
circumstances ted, and to discipline proven abusers.

Many of the more than 190 dioceses and archdioceses across the
country implemented similar policies, but some did not.

The policy in the Diocese of Rockford was updated in minor
ways from time tqg time. In 1995 it was revised to include all
diocesan employees, and all volunteers who would have contact
with children and young people.

After the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People and re Essential Norms were approved by the
bishops of the United States and the Vatican in 2002, the Diocese
of Rockford revised its policy again to conform to the provisions
in these documents.

Major changes included:

B Expanding the membership of the Intervention Committee to
ensure that a majority of members are not clergy or employees of
the Diocese. Today the Intervention Committee consists of three
priests, two women religious, and 11 respected members of the
community, including two sexual abuse counselors, two retired
judges, a social er and a nurse.

B Adding a professional investigator with experience as an FBI
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special agent, prosecutor and trial judge with extensive
experience in cases of juvenile abuse.

B Operating under expanded provisions of mandatory reporting
because both the Charter and revised state statutes require that
all clergymen serve as "mandatory reporters" who are required to
report all instances and alleged instances of sexual abuse of
minors to appropriate legal authorities.

Substantiated ¢ : rges

During the 52-year period between 1950 and 2002, of the 468
diocesan and religipus priests who have served in the Diocese of
Rockford during that time, charges of sexual abuse of minors
have been substantiated and proven against three clergymen by
diocesan authorities. That number represents less than seven-
tenths of one percent (0.64%) of the total clergy serving in the
Diocese during period, and less than eight-tenths of one
percent (0.77%) of|the 388 diocesan clergy serving in the
Diocese during period. None of those clerics are active in

ministry today.
Allegations of all types
During the 52-year period between 1950 and 2002, allegations of

sexual abuse of minors have been made by 32 people against 28
clergymen. The 28 clergymen included 21 diocesan priests, one
deacon and six religious priests working in the Diocese at the
time the alleged incidents were said to occur.

The allegations involving six priests belonging to religious
orders were turned|over to the superiors of their respective
religious orders f n:snluuun In none of these instances was the
alleged abuser in the Diocese at the time the allegations
were made, nor any allegations made by a person while
they were still a minor. Instead, the instances of alleged abuse

, even many decades, before any allegations

The allegations against 22 diocesan clergymen include:

M allegations against five clergymen that were found to be
without any merit;

M allegations against three clergymen that were found to be
substantiated and proved;

M allegations ang‘Ls; t 14 clergymen that remain unsubstantiated
and, to this point, unproven.
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