g

[he
Observer

Official Newspaper of the Catholic Diocese of Rockford
Bishop Doran's Column (10/28/2004)
Catholic Honor Roll names Aurora and Marian Central
Catholic high schools among nation’s top 50 (10/28/2004)
Vicar for Clergy explains clergy assignment process
(10/29/2004)
Observer earns three awards for journalism (10/28/2004)
Bishop Doran's statement on abuse (8/5/2002)
Calendar of Events
Family Media Guide
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(8/5/2002)

Boston revelations serious call for everyone to be accountable

"Out of the depths I called you Lord. Lord, hear my cry. May your
ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. If you, Lord, mark our sins,
Lord who can stand? But with you is forgiveness and so you are
revered.”

These words are taken from Psalm 130, and they express
sentiments that every faithful Catholic must reflect — and reflect
upon — when confronted with the awful, horrid, revolting situation
that obtains in the Archdiocese of Boston. As you no doubt know,
in the process of the trial and conviction of a priest there for
repeated sexual assaults on minors, it has come to light that
several priests in that archdiocese have preyed sexually upon
young people, some of them more than once.

The words of Christ regarding those who harm the innocence of
children are to be before our minds as we think about these things.
"It would be better for him to have a great millstone hung around
his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea” (Matt. 18:6,
Mk 9:42, Lk. 17:2). I say without fear of contradiction that every
priest who so violates the confidence placed into his hands at
ordination by molesting children or adolescents sexually or in any
other way or for any purpose should suffer that fate.




If such a person is truly repentant I am sure that a merciful God,
who can judge the depth and sincerity of that repentance, will take
it into account in his final lot. But dalliance with priests who do not
live up to their sacred calling is inexcusable. It should be punished,
and those in positions of responsibility for the safety of children
should also suffer whatever punishment we mete out when they
ignore children’s welfare in our very dangerous society.

One of the prices for our sexual libertinism since the Second World
War is that our defenses, our antennae that used to make us
sensitive to these predators and their depredations are now weak,
Our civil courts and our governments prefer to vindicate their
rights after crimes are committed than to enact and enforce
preventive statutes for their avoidance. Sadly, some in the Church
have apparently followed along with this,

Archbishop Carroll, head of the first diocese in these United States,
prayed in his famous prayer that the governments we have would
protect us by restraining vice and immorality. Our governments do
not do that for us. It is a fact of life in a democracy that
malefactors protect malefactors, evil doers protect evil doers,
criminals protect criminals. That is what makes the work of honest
policemen and honest prosecutors so difficult.

Sometimes people’s intentions are good. They look the other way,
or they misjudge the nature of the problem. That was, it must be
said, once the case with respect to pedophiles. Not so many
decades ago the best science said their obsession could be cured,
or at least treated and brought under control, in the same way that
people can be freed from the snares of alcoholism and drug
addiction. Operating under that assumption, some church leaders
believed it was possible to treat and relocate pedophiles without
fear that they would repeat their assaults.

Now we know better. Unfortunately, many of the cases that are
coming to light now — cases that involved the reassignment of
pedophiles to settings where they had access to children —
occurred when psychologists and church leaders alike were
woefully ignorant of the pathology of pedophilia. Now that we all
know more, we all must join together in beseeching God to make
us duly conscious of the monstrosity of this evil.

The Diocese of Rockford under the leadership of Bishop O’Neill and
continuing in my time has established a sexual misconduct policy
which applies to everyone who works for and volunteers for the
diocese, be they clergy, religious or lay people. In the last week
church officials in the Boston Archdiocese have promised to adopt a
“policy of zero tolerance” regarding sexual abuse. The Rockford
Diocese has had such a policy for many, many years.

If allegations were brought against any diocesan worker, employee
or volunteer, the misconduct officer would promptly investigate
them and submit the evidence to a panel which includes priests,







